St Mary's Graveyard Project

Cowtown, Higher Brixham
Problems
The reading and recording of the memorial inscriptions presented many problems.  

Some gravestones and tombs of slate, granite and limestone were neglected and overgrown with ivy and lichens. 
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A number had been broken and only fragments remained. 
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As time went on volunteers found that reading gravestone details was very much dependant on available light at different times of day.

The stones, once cleared of overgrowth, would be ‘rinsed’ with rain water.

It was discovered that by using a tin foil ‘baking tray’, reflected light was played upon the stone mason’s script, revealing previously illegible wording.
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Ivy and brambles cut back, mobile phones used to see stones hidden in hedges, and stones at precarious angles, archaeology trowels eased turf away from kerbs.
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Scattered broken fragments have been collected and like a jigsaw, placed together to read.
[image: image7.jpg]



A further problem that figures 3,5 and 8 along with 1 and 4 can be difficult to distinguish.

Having recorded the memorial inscriptions “in the field” the details were then checked with burial registers made available online from various sources and with the General Registry Office lists where burials could not be found.
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Copyright SWHT
This lead to another problem. Sometimes the name spellings and dates were different to those recorded on the stones. A decission was made to record the memorial inscription details and make a side note of any differences.
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Online genealogical sources such and census returns were used to confirm almost illegible inscriptions, a note is made where the information has come from registers rather than the actual stone.
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