Brixham's Desperately Poor
Matilda Buffett
Buried 23rd December 1867 aged 10 years
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EXETER & PLYMOUTH GAZETTE
27th December 1867
SHOCKING DISCLOSURE A Coroner's Inquest was held on Friday at Banfield's Old George Inn, before H Michelmore Esq. on the body of Matilda Buffett, aged 10, who died on Wednesday, the 16th. The evidence disclosed a sad condition of misery.

The poor child had complained first on Friday of sickness, no doctor was called, and she received no special attention. On Sunday morning a kind neighbour took the child in and gave her a breakfast. All the child had received since, acording to the mother's evidence, was a little boiled rice.

On the Wednesday the child kept in bed, and the mother, being without food, coal or candle, left her wretched home of misery in quest of charity. At five p.m. she found the child senseless and death followed almost immediately. 

The jury visited the dwelling, a two-roomed underground cellar quite devoid of furniture, the bed was a mere bundle of straw; and there were no windows, except holes covered by wooden shutters, which when open to admit the light likewise admitted the cold.

The father, it appeared, spent all his earnings in drink and he gave up his wife and three children. The wife seems to have maintained herself and family for some time; but latterly she has experienced great difficulty in keeping body and soul together. The poor wife went charring and washing for the miserable shelter she obtained, paying 10d weekly

In the course of the Inquiry the Coroner remarked that the place where the wife and children lived was a scene of destitution such as he never before had witnessed; and he was quite surprised to think that in Christian England, with so many who professed to visit the poor and relieve their wants, this miserable hovel had not been previously found out. He thought there must be great neglect of someone. He believed the town possessed a Local Board; and if so, where was its Inspector of Nuisances, that he had not brought the state of this wretched family under the notice of someone who could have alleviated their wretchedness. Mr Wicks, the Inspector of Nuisances, said he had brought this matter under the notice of the proper authorities, but he believed the defect was in the law and not with the authorities, as they had no power to interfere. 

The Jury returned a verdict that "Death resulted from Natural Causes, accelerated by want of the necessaries of life and by parental neglect."
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Banfield's George Inn
[image: image3.jpg]



How Matilda was living.
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