Diseases in Victorian Cowtown
Measles
Starting in October 1881, and lasting for 5 weeks, an outbreak of measles killed 18 children, 

the eldest being 6 years. 

Charlie Davey aged 3 and his sister Mary aged 15 months succumbed on the same day. 

Mum Mary and Dad Philip of Milton Street lost half of their family in one day. 

Mr Davey had been keen to protect his children and had his first child vaccinated against Smallpox as soon as she was old enough.

A vaccine for the measles virus was introduced in 1968 and since 2008 few children have died of other complications.
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The Dart Family on Milton Street
Scarlet Fever
Between September and December 1888 an outbreak of Scarlet Fever swept Fishtown 

but never spread to Cowtown.

44 children, all under 10, died.

Caused by a bacterial infection, today it is easily cured with antibiotics.
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Cholera
In 1866 Stephen and Charlotte Earle lived on Milton Street with their 3 young children. Stephen was working as a groom for the Gillard family of Black House.

In October of that year Charlotte and their baby son Stephen jnr. died on the same day of Cholera. 

Dad Stephen could no longer look after his two elder sons and the family had to split up.

Dad went to Wrexham, living in the stable room of Stansty Hall.

Thomas, aged 7, went to live with his Aunt Mary at The Malsters Inn, Harbertonford.

At 13 years old Samuel was sent as a servant to the Parnell family at Kingston Farm. 

There were three world wide pandemics of Cholera in the 19th century and Brixham did not escape. 
In the summer of 1833 

29 were buried.

From September to November 1849 

79 were buried.

In 1866, from September to October 

62 were buried. 

The former Workhouse was used for an isolation  ward and as a morgue and the Churchyard was expanded.

Cholera is a bacterial infection of the gut spread by poor sanitation and lack of clean drinking water. Due to the 1866 pandemic Parliament passed the Sanitary Act. Local Authorities now had to provide fresh water and waste disposal.

Cholera is no longer present in the UK.
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